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The town of Loreto: 

A look at the Renaissance masterpieces  

 

The centre of this town of Loreto is Santa Maria square. It is easy to see tourists or 

pilgrims close  to the fountain taking photos. People  would like to do a picture of their 

face with a part of the famous building by Donato Bramante as background.   

This square hosts many religious events such as processions and night prayers. During 

these events, the piazza is lit by pilgrims with their candles. The torches are covered 

with coloured paper.  Also, on August 15
th 

, the Assumption day, the tourists who come 

from many regions of Italy for their holiday in Porto Recanati arrive at Loreto walking 

for about  3 or 4 hours. They get up the “ Scala Santa” to pray in this square where 

they will  meet the Bishop.             

Great religious events which take place in this square are:  the 8
th

 of September the 

Feast of Blessed Virgin Mary  and the 9
th

-10
th

  of December the Feast of arrival of the 

Holy House in Loreto. During these days there are a lot of people and you can breathe 

an atmosphere of celebration.  In this place are plenty of  people. 

Among the many famous people who have passed through this square we may 

remember St. Mother Maria from Calcutta. She was invited to Loreto in 1986 and 

spoke to the Young people. About 3000 people participated at this meeting.      

Loreto is a town of art. It is a place of great creativity. Italian and European artists 

worked here to embellish the church and the town. 
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We can remember one of them: Donato Bramante (Urbino, 1444 – Roma 1514). 

During 2014 Institutions and Universities have organized in Italy and Le Marche a lot of 

conferences on him.  Why? He was one of the most important figures of the 

Renaissance. He worked mainly in Milan and in Rome but there are also some 

marvelous buildings designed by him in Le Marche region.   

In the Madonna square we can see the Renaissance art applied to architecture:  the 

new conception of space inspired by the geometry of Bramante. If you look at the form 

of the arches and the material used  to build these palaces you can learn a lot about 

this art.       

The light enters through the big doorway and the shadows of the arches alternate with 

the white walls.   

Continuing this discussion we can reason about the figurative culture in Italy over the 

centuries  rediscovering a lot of interesting things about the past. 

So, after  seeing quickly the façade of the basilica, we go inside the church.   First of all, 

we can see the marble screen which was commissioned by Giulio II. The design was 

made by Donato Bramante.  The model carved on wood was realized by the Florentine  

Antonio Pellegrini and was finished in June 1509. The marble screen was completed by 

Andrea Sansonvino in 1531. We can see the beautiful scene of Annunciation made by 

him.     

Also we enter through a small doorway  with Renaissance decorations carved on the 

white stone and see a small basin of water by Benedetto da Maiano. Worthy of great 

attention are the frescos by Melozzo from Forlì in this chapel. The artist created a lot 
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of suggestions: monumental architecture and illusionistic space rich in light and 

darkness.    

The topic of these frescos is Passion of Jesus narrated by the angels on the vault. We 

can admire the composition:  the instrument of Jesus’s passion are predicted by the 

Prophets. 

It is possible to see only one scene with Jesus while he is coming into Jerusalem  

because the frescos  were covered due to the deterioration of the figures.  But we 

have to advise you to see the “Chapel of Duke from Urbino”  with frescos by Federico 

Zuccari who painted the dome of Florence Cathedral.                   

In this Church there are some chapels venerated by the orthodox people because of 

relics. We can see the “Slavic chapel” which is decorated with stories of St. Cirillo and 

St. Metodio. The figures narrate the story before and after the diffusion of Catholicism 

in Croatia and Slovenia.         

The style is academic. We have to remember the artists who worked here:  Stanislao 

de Witten and Biagio Biagetti.             

The “Swiss Chapel” was decorated  by Carlo Donati (in 1935-38) with Liberty elements 

and Adolfo De Carolis influences.  The canvas was transformed in mosaic but the 

subject of the picture was made by Angelica Kauffmann. Under the floor of the chapel 

were found the relics of Jovanović, a Dalmatian priest, who lived in the 14tn century, 

killed by bandits.    

The frescos of the church are inspired by the Virgin Mary and the legend of Holy 

House which was transported by angels.  
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Worthy of attention is the collection of ceramics. Pots and vases are famous because 

they are unique. The ceramics were displayed in 1974 at the “Treasure chapel”.  

Entering the local museum we can see beautiful objects of art. Moving through the 

rooms we can see a lot of paintings but we admire the tapestries made following the 

drawings of Raffaello of Urbino.  They were woven in Bruxelles by Enrich Mattens in 

1620-1622.           

The Picture gallery has valuable paintings: eight paintings by Lorenzo Lotto who died 

in Loreto in 1556. They represent the last period of his works.           

The collection of majolicas displayed in the local museum is considered one of the 

most prestigious of its kind. The ceramics are used for the preservation of ointments, 

pills and other medicines. These majolicas are owned by the Pharmacy of Santa Casa 

since (about) 1630 which was located in two rooms: on the ground floor and on the 

western side of the Apostolic Palace.        

The collection is divided into three parts: the 1
st

 section includes about 350 pieces 

where we can see sacred and profane figures.  They were made by Orazio Fontana 

who decorated the ceramic using the figurative culture from Urbino scholars. 

According to new studies, the vases were given by Giulio Feltrio della Rovere, a bishop 

who was the protector of the Holy House from 1564 to 1578.        

The ceramics are rich in elements from figurative culture by Raphael and  mediated by 

the performances of well-known painters and printmakers.  

The scenes are taken from the Bible, from Ovid's Metamorphosis, the history of 

ancient Rome, Sicily and the “Magna Grecia”.  
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The 2
nd

 section  includes 111 pieces by Patanazzi’s  workshop.  They were bought in 

1631 by Delegation of the Holy House. Biblical and pagan figures are represented in 

the ceramics.               

The 3
rd

 collection of various potteries has a different background. They were  donated 

or purchased over time by the Administration of the Holy House. 

Among the main pieces should be mentioned three ceramic dishes made by artists 

from  Urbino in 1645 and four jars with decoration and some madrigals on the back 

side by Francesco Antonio Grue (1686-1746). Also I can remind you the small library 

with many ancient texts  of religious and moral topics. The ancient library has many 

books used by the Jesuits to study the different cases of sins.        

Before leaving this place we can go to visit the corridor of the guardians where there is 

a beautiful panorama over the sea. A small room with a fireplace has been preserved 

intact. The guards remained standing to check that everything was all right.     

                   

A short walk through the historic centre, we can see some shops. They are not a lot. 

But they display some particular things such as rosary to pray and silver objects. In 

fact, there are some industries along the Musone river which  produce small silver 

frames. We will visit one of them to speak with the owner about the tradition of the 

village of Loreto, the devotion to Virgin Mary and specifically the people who stay in 

this place for some days as a sort of religious holiday.  

Your journey could  be gladdened by music because the Municipality and  Delegation 

of  Holy House   organize summer and winter events.  Worthy of attention are:   
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“Organist Festival” in June, “Musical Choirs”  in March and “Events at the museum” all 

of the year.                                                                                     

                    (text t by Andrea Carnevali  e- mail andrea.carnevali37@gmail.com )  

 

 


