
What remains of Titan in Le marCHE

Tiziano who is name in English is  Titian, is well Known in England and in many countries. His
canvases  have  been  displayed  in  many  museums because  he  worked  in  many  countries  of
Europe and in Le Marche region. 

Some of his paintings can be seen by cruise passengers in the summer season because the local
museum and Saint Domenic church are open in Ancona. In our region there are unsual imagines
because they have deep colours. If we didn’t have his pictures we couldn’t explain many things
about our artistic culture between mannerism and the Baroque period. In fact artists used to paint
their  images using  light  colours  such as  yellow,  white,  green  ect..  He  influenced  the  style  of
Federico Zuccari in  Spain who was commissioned by Philip II to paint an “Annunciation”. His
painting was destroyed by the Imperor due to its deep colours. He had been chosen because of his
bright colours. Also Painters were used to paint their subjects on canvas which was made with a
herringbone texture. 
Princes, Popes and Doges were portrayed by Titian. His career is characterized by a lot of artistic
experimentation. 

After a few years in  Venice working with Giovanni Bellini, He began to paint with big mastery.
Also, He met Giorgione from Castelfranco who renewed the artistic culture in the city of Venice. We
can say that Titian was the “true and great” master.  In fact,  He collaborated with Giorgione at
“Fondaco dei Tedeschi a Rialto”. He used to paint with bright colours because it gave dynamism to
his style. Using different shades and tones, Titian obtained sensitive effects of the light. 

The second period of his works is characterized by a group of canvases that are of high level.
But  we  can discover  the  signs  of  new mutation.  Worthy  of  attention  are  “Assumption”  in  the
cathedral  of  Verona and  the  “Venus  of  Urbino”  at  the  Duke  building  which  was  painted  for
Guidobaldo II Della Rovere in 1538. In general nobles got married very young, his wife was only 14
years old.  It’s  different  now, but in  the past  the nobles use to learn how to have sex through
images. 

During the Renaissance period there were several commissioning bodies of Venetian and Croatian
men in the Marche region. Titan obtained from local nobles several works.  

The city of Ancona has a great Crucifix that was painted by Titian in 1558. Nowadays it belongs to
the local museum and it is preserved at Saint Domenic Church. The canvas was commissioned by
Pieter Cornovì, a rich merchant from Venice, who lived in Ancona. The masterpiece was exhibited
above the main altar at Saint Dominic church where is still to be found. The famous critic Vasari
told us that the first contract was signed with the painter Pellegrino Tibaldi, then this agreement
was canceled and the work was entrusted to Titian. The composition has a great verticality. There
is a deep sky as background. The figure of Christ is very significant. The head is reclined and has
been painted with symbolic colours by Titian. The white of the body and the black of the sky are
characteristic elements of this painting. Saint Domenic is depicted at the foot of the cross and
kneeling while embracing the wood. Mary is on the left. She is wearing a blue mantle and has her
hands on her stomach. She is looking at the floor while Saint John is dressed in an orange and red
mantle. His arms are open and his eyes are towards the cross. According to tradition, it represents
the Italian style before the Baroque which was an international movement.
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